
WHITE WING ME113 VISIT TO PORTSOY HISTORIC BOAT FESTIVAL 2022 
 

 

Portsoy Historic Boat Festival  
The Festival has been held for many years and attended by many historic vessels 

including REAPER and SWAN (based in Lerwick, Shetland). In June 2022 the event was 

held for the first time since 2019 and Covid! It was vital that the Boats Club participate 

with WHITE WING to show support and deliver the Scottish Fisheries Museum Outreach 

Programme and to help ensure the Festival survives in its present form. There was a 

shortage of historic boats, this year, although ISABELLA FORTUNA, COMET and one or two 

others as well as WHITE WING attended. Nearly 30 visitors came and got information on 

the boat and the SFM including the granddaughter of one of the Lownie brothers in 

Gourdon. 

 

 
White Wing at Portsoy 

 

 

WHITE WING ME113 
The boat was built in 1917 in Gardenstown in the Moray Firth for the Ritchie family of 

nearby Whitehills to fish for herring before being sold to the Lownie brothers in Gourdon 

where she was reregistered as ME113.  The boat was later bought by the BBC to star in its 

1987 film ‘The Shutter Falls’ about the decline of the herring industry along the Moray Firth 

and then gifted to the Scottish Fisheries Museum. In 2014 the boat led the Commonwealth 

Games flotilla on the Clyde and provided the stage for the final televised concert. WHITE 

WING is thus a very important piece of history to the people of North East Scotland and 

annually many look forward to seeing her back in her home seas. 

 



2022 Sail to and from Portsoy 
At 0500 on Wed 15 June, the boat left Anstruther to catch the ebbing tide north and 

arrived at Portsoy at 1500 on Friday 17 June as planned, despite some adverse weather! 

We stopped in Stonehaven and Macduff and raised the sail when passing Fraserburgh 

and then again heading towards Portsoy. There was a lot of interest from modern fishing 

vessels and we spotted a drone in the air when entering Macduff. The return trip took 2 

days stopping overnight in Stonehaven. The SFM Boats Club crew were, Rob Smith, 

Callum Mowat, Eric Lauritsen, Stanley May, Alistair Tomkins and Andrew Gould (Skipper) 

We had an average age of 71 years between us along with a wide range of skills and 

experience.   

 

 
Rob Smith, Alistair Tomkins, Andrew Gould 

 
Crew members departed and joined the vessel at ports en-route but all came together 

well as a team and by and large enjoyed the experience in a small boat 10 M in length 

and in which you can't stand up, sailing over 280 nautical miles up and down the east 

coast of Scotland! 

 

 
Alistair Tomkins 



 

 
Stanley May 

 

 

 
Eric Lauritsen, Stanley May, Rob Smith 

 



 
The route 



 


